
Carbon Monoxide 
A Silent Killer

by Leif Albertson 
Carbon monoxide (CO), a colorless, odorless gas, 
is responsible for the death of Alaskans every year. 
Anytime we burn anything (e.g., wood, fuel oil, pro-
pane, etc.) some amount of CO is produced. Car-
bon monoxide is produced when we burn fuels for 
heating and when we burn fuels inside an engine. 
Because we can’t see, smell or taste CO, it can a�ect 
you or your family before you even know it’s there. 
Almost all Alaska homes have sources of CO, so it 
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gas can build up to toxic levels more easily. In an 
old, dra�y home, carbon monoxide would be more 
likely to dissipate before it reached dangerous levels.





Quick facts about carbon monoxide
	� Carbon monoxide detectors have been required 

by state law since 2005. 
	� Carbon monoxide detectors cost about $35. 

Some have added features, such as a digital 
readout.

	� If you rent a home, your landlord is required 
to provide a CO detector for you, but you must 
change the batteries. 

	� Carbon monoxide detectors do not last forever. 
Many brands recommend replacing every �ve 
years.

	� Carbon monoxide can be produced by any com-
bustion. �is includes wood stoves, Toyo stoves, 
boilers, furnaces and propane space heaters and 
engines.

	� Sealing dra�s in homes (“weatherizing”) can 
create carbon monoxide problems. When sealing 
dra�s, it’s important to consider how this could 
a�ect overall ventilation and air inside the home.

	� Children, the elderly, those with respiratory/
circulatory di�culties and inebriates are at par-
ticular at risk from CO exposure.

	� Proper installation and annual maintenance of 
boilers and wood stoves is critical to avoiding 
CO problems in your home.

	� Carbon monoxide poisoning in Alaska is com-
mon in temporary shelters, such as tents. Proper 
ventilation for heating appliances is vital wheth-
er in a house, shack or tent.

	� Running small engines (such as portable pumps 
or generators) too close to homes is a common 
cause of carbon monoxide poisoning. 
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