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English273: Introduction to CreativeNonFiction
Timeé& Place:TrTHL1:30to 1:00Gruening304 Instructor : DavidCrouse

Emaildcrousel@alaska.edBhone907 r687 7755

OfficeHoursT rTH:00to 3:30and by appointment
CourseDescription

Formsandtechniguesof nonfictionwriting in memoirandthe personalessayfor beginningstudents;
discussiorof students’work in classandin individualconferencesPrerequisite€nglishF111Xor
permissionof instructor.

CourseOverview

Thinkof this classasa writing laboratory, a placeto experimentandrefine your work. Thepracticeof
creativenonfictionis an opportunity to explorethe selfin awaythat fiction andevenpoetry cannot.
Thisexplorationis not a narcissistione. Theissueswve will discussdn this course—theinterplaybetween
memoryandimagination,the mannerin whichour pastsshapeour presentselvesthe importanceof
storiesin our selfrdefinitionandin the definition of our culture—areessentiakissential
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WorkshopPolicy

Besurethat your essayis pagenumbered,typed in areadabledoublerspacedont, andthat the first
pagecontainsyour full name,the nameof the classmy name,andthe nameof the piece.Pleasditle all
piecessubmittedto the workshop,evenif it's just a workingtitle. | expecteverymemberof the
workshopto treat everyother memberwith respect.Thisentailsreadingthe storiesunderdiscussion
with a sensitiveandthorougheye,workinghard at offering constructivecriticism,and makingsureone’s
own essaysare aspolishedaspossiblebefore submittingthem to workshop.

GradingPolicy

Papersandwriting exercisewill be evaluatedon the following criteria: thorougho n
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mentof Disability Services

lifiedstudentswith disabilities.Pleasaneetwith me duringthe first weekof classand we will
ne necessaryaccommodations. Disabilgrvicexanbe reachedat 474 r5655Theirwebsiteis
at http://www.uaf.edu/disability/index.html

}dinationwith the UAFOfficeof DisabilitiesServicesteasonableaccommaodatiorwill be provided
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{sionf Syllabusand “RoadTrips”from WhenYouAre Engulfedn Flames
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fcussionVivianGornick’sTheSituationandthe Story(pp.1—85)and“Tell Me a Story” by Michael
fom TheBusines®f Memory (pp. 132—140).Also, R y a n
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April 16"
Workshopof studentessays
Week13
April 21%

Discussiomf Brothers& Keepershy JohnEdgarwWidemanPart1: Visits(pp.1 %4)

April 23rd

Discussiomf Brothers& Keepersy JohnEdgatwWidemanPart2: Our Time(pp. 55 r166)

Week14
April 28"

Discussiomf Brothers& Keepershy JohnEdgarwWidemanPart3: DoingTime(pp. 167—242)

April 30"

Revisiorworkshop.Everybodyshouldbring 5 copiesof arevisionof one essaythey havecompletedthis
semesterandbe preparedto shareit with other membersof the class.

Week15

ClassSessiong BA We will decideasa classhow to usethis time. Finalportfolios are due on May 6™ by
5:00in my handor in my mailbox.No late portfolios will be accepted.




