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Syllabus for NEW COURSE,
BIOL 462/ 662, Arctic Vegetation Ecology: Field,
Summer 2014

1. Course information

Title: Special Topic, Arctic Vegetation Ecology: Excursion

Number: BIOL 462 / 662

Credits: 2

Prerequisites: BIOL 115 & 116, Introduction to Plant Biology (BIOL 239) or Principles
of Ecology (BIOL 271) or instructor approval

Meeting time: TBA

2. Instructor and contact information

Prof. D.A. (Skip) Walker, Alaska Geobotany Center, University of Alaska Fairbanks,
Arctic Health Building, Room 254, X 2460, dawalker@alaska.edu. Office hours:
Generally available, call before coming.

3. Course readings/Material:
Readings: Numerous papers will be read and are in the assignments listed in the course
calendar and will be posted on line at http://www.geobotany.uaf.edu. These three

references niqvide a pnod averview of the Naltan Highwav fransect for the Exawsian:
1. Brown J, Kreig RA. 1983. Guidebook to permafrost and related features along the Elliot and Dalton
highways, Fox to Prudhoe Bay, Alaska. Fairbanks, AK: Division of Geological and Geophysical Surveys.

2. Walker DA, Hamilton TD, Ping C-L, Daanen RP, Streever WW. 2009. Dalton Highway Field Trip Guide for
tha hligth Tpeq—a<ticon| Confasinannn RoenafsantaEgish =Y p Ve Niviaios ~€Analasiont ~ud fagplpinia=l

b

Surveys.
Required materials:
The course will provide a large group meeting and eating tent, Coleman stoves, water
purification, first aid kit, satellite phone, generator, and vehicles. Students will need to
purchase food and have money for eating at Coldfoot and Prudhoe Bay. A list of required
equipment, will be provided to students before the course starts. Students will need to
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the course. Graduate students will also write a 10-15 page research paper focused on
some aspect of observations during the course, which will be due at end of the summer.

7. Course Schedule and assignments:

Day Date Topic Assignment:
1 Jun 7 Morning: Arctic Vegetation
overview lectures,
Afternoon: Development of
student research topics

2 Jun 8 Morning: Arctic vegetation
overview lectures.
Afternoon: Preparation for
field excursion.

3 Jun9 Drive to Coldfoot with Brown J, Kreig RA. 1983. Guidebook to permaffost
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Camp along Sagavanirktok
River near Prudhoe Bay.
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Arctic Vegetation topic of their choice by Aug 15. This paper will be worth 25% of the
total grade.

10. Support Services:

Students are encouraged to contact the instructor with any questions, or to clarify the
lecture or the assignments. I will be happy to review drafts of assignments and answer
questions any time. Arctic Health, Room 254. Phone 474-2460, dawalker@alaska.edu.
Home phone: 451-0800.
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