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ANTH 314 (W): The Archaeology of the Cavemen (s)
Spring 2015, Tues/Thurs 9:45-11:15, Meeting Place TBD (3 credits)

Professor: Jamie L. Clark TA: tbd
Email: jlclark7@alaska.edu Email: tbd
Office: Bunnell 312 Office: tbd
Office Hours: tbd Office Hours: tbd

Office Phone: 474-5911

Course Description:
From the Catalog: Explores the archaeology of the "classic" cavemen- the Neanderthals- and
their contemporaries inAfrica. Begins with anexploration ofhow cavemen have been portrayed
in popular culture/the arts, but focuses primarily 985 0 0 109.880i5 69.6328 605.889c0 10.3 1i 14.15.2001 Tm
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to the evolution of our species. They will also have a deeper understanding of how to evaluate
and build archaeological arguments.'6'

Learning Outcomes: By the end of the semester, students will:
1. Demonstrate an ability to critically evaluate both scholarly arguments and public-

science documentaries regarding the Neanderthals and the later evolution of our
species.

2. Independently build a knowledge baseon the geography,environment,and
archaeology of the Neanderthals (or their contemporaries) for a region of their choice.

3. Demonstrate an ability to effectively build and support archaeological arguments.

Readings: Readings primarily come in the form ofbook chapters and scholarly articles and will
generally consisting of ~3 readings a week. These readings will be posted as PDFs on
Blackboard. Readings provide basic context for lectures and will provide the background
necessary for you to complete the weekly writing assignments and will help frame your papers
(see below).

Course Assignments/Grading:
(WRITING INTENSIVE REQUIREMENT A: MAJORITY OFFINAL GRADE (85%) IS
FROM WRITINGASSIGNMENTS)
Participation ' 5%
Weekly Writing Assignments 40%
Papers (see below for more detail) 3 papers, 15% each

Participation: This portion of the grade will be based on your contribution to class discussions,
the completion ofvarious in-class activities during the course of the semester, and the
completion of at leastone peer-evaluation assignment.
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material and at least 2 outside sources in building their argument. These papers must be between
~5-6 pages in length (double spaced, size 12 font).
Papers #2 and #3: These two papers build upon each other, culminating in a writing project that
will be due at the end of the term—a work of "prehistoric" fiction. In developing your work, you
will be responsible for turning in a research paper (Paper #2), in which you will develop the
background/setting for your work of fiction. Essentially, you must choose a specific region/time
period in which to set your creative work—this can be any region/time period covered in the
class, meaning Europe/Near East/Africa between -250,000-30,000 years ago. Your work can
involve Neanderthals, early modern humans, or both. Your setting must incorporate at least one
real archaeological site and you must delve into the literature to explore what archaeologists
knowabout the geography, environment, and archaeological/fossil records for your chosen
region/time period. More details on Paper #2 will be discussed in Week 2, but the paper must be
-5-7 pages in length (double spaced, size 12 font).
Paper #3 is the work of prehistoric fiction—you can write a short story, epic poem, children's
book, graphic novel, etc., but it must be the equivalent of 5-7 pages, and you MUST utilize the
information gathered in the course of writing Paper #2. Alongside your work of fiction, you
must turn in a -2 page reflective piece in which you reflect on the process of developing your
work. How did you choose your region/time period? How did you go about incorporating actual
data into your work of fiction? Was this harder oreasier than you expected? Again, more details
will be discussed in Week 2.

Student Support Services/Disability Services:
I am here to help, soplease feel free to drop in if there are any problems. There are a number of
different offices on campus designed to provide student support, including the Writing Center
(801 Gruening Bldg., 474-5314) and the Office of Student Support Services (512 Gruening Bldg,
474-6844). UAF has an Office of Disability Services that implements the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA), and ensures uresServicesOffice(on)Tj
-0.
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sanctioned university extracurricular activities, medical emergencies, or a death in the family.
In-class assignments missed as a result of an unexcused absence may not be made up.
-Please be considerate of your fellow students (and instructor!): cell phones should be silenced
before entering class, and if you must enter late (or leave early), please do so as unobtrusively as
possible.
-For each day an assignment is turned in late, 10% will bededucted from the final grade. As
such, assignments submitted more than 10 days late will not beaccepted.

Course Schedule (Subject to Change; Assigned reading list is tentative and the list will be
revised prior to offering course):

Week 1: Introduction/ Who were the Cavemen? Representations of Cavemen in Popular
Culture

Tues: Clips from Clan of the Cave Bear/Quest for Fire, discussion

Week 2: More on Popular Perceptions of Cavemen: Representations of Prehistoric life in
Art/Scholarly Critiques (WWA #1 due)

Tues: Lecture

Thurs: Discussion/how to read academic articles, do online research and avoid plagiarism

Readings:life
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Dating Methods and Chronology," (two separate documents, readscanned pages- have skipped
some because of lesser relevance for this course)

Other readings TBD

Week 4: Reconstructing the Lives of the Cavemen- The Analysis of Stones and Bones
(WWA #3 due)

Tues: Lecture

Thurs: Discussion/Hands on activities with lithics/bone/hominid skull casts

Readings:
1.



l.IanTattersall. 1999. The LastNeanderthal. Chapter 1 "Who were the Neanderthals?", pp.
10-17 and Chapter 6 "The Neanderthals' World," pp. 120-129.

2. Kate Wong. 2003. Who Were theNeandertals? Scientific American Special Edition 13(2) pp.
28-37

3. Richard Klein. 2009. The Human Career: Human Biological and Cultural Origins. 3rd ed.
Chapter 6 "The Neanderthals and their Contemporaries," ("Overview of WorTd
93802pter
Morphology"and"TheM02ping of 802pter Morphology")Neanderthals:Cavemen—TechnologyWWAbetweenTues-Fri) to discuss

Tues: Lecture

Thursday: Discussion, Hands-on lab



4. Clive Gamble. 2011. The Social and Material Life ofNeanderthals. In: Neanderthal Lifeways,
Subsistenceand Technology: One Hundred and Fifty Years of Neanderthal Study. Eds., N.J.
Conard and J. Richter. Springer, pp 157-166.

Week 9: Meanwhile, in Africa... Introduction to the Middle Stone Age/
Biology/Geographic and Environmental Context (WWA #6 due)

Tues: Lecture

Thurs: Discussion, Watch "Becoming Human: Last Human Standing"

Readings:
1. Peter



Readings:
1. Kate Wong. 2006. Morning of the Modern Mind. Scientific American. 74-83.

2.Sally McBrearty and Alison Brooks. 2000. The revolution that wasn't: a new interpretation
of the



Tues: Lecture

Thurs: Discussion, tbd

Readings:
l.KateWong. 2009. Twilight of the Neandertals. Scientific American 301(2): 32-37.

2. James O'Connell. 2006. How Did Modern Humans Displace Neanderthals? Insights from
Hunter-Gatherer Ethnography and Archaeology. In: When Neanderthals and Modern Humans
Met, ed. N.J. Conard, Kerns Verlag, pp. 43-64.

3. Clive Finlayson. 2004. "The Survival ofthe Weakest" (Ch 8), In: Neanderthals and Modern
Huamns:An Ecological and Evolutionary Perspective. Cambridge University Press.

Week 16: And Then There




