


MSL 663/463 2 
 

11.  COURSE CLASSIFICATIONS:  (undergraduate courses only. Use approved criteria found on Page 10 & 17 of the manual.  
If justification is needed, attach on separate sheet.) 

H = Humanities    S = Social Sciences  
 

Will this course be used to fulfill a requirement  
for the baccalaureate core? 

YES  NO X 
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No negative impacts are expected from this course. The MSL program will be impacted positively by offering a 
course that focuses on the coastal ocean, as the course will promote a better understanding of chemical interactions in 
coastal waters, and will be useful for students whose research takes place in coastal environments. 

  
 

JUSTIFICATION FOR ACTION REQUESTED 
The purpose of the department and campus-wide curriculum committees is to scrutinize course change and new course 
applications to make sure that the quality of UAF education is not lowered as a result of the proposed change.  Please 
address this in your response.  This section needs to be self-explanatory.  Use as much space as needed to fully justify the 
proposed course.    
The coastal ocean is particularly vulnerable to environmental change. Understanding interactions among 
physical, chemical, and biological processes is necessary to predict and address the effects of ongoing 
environmental changes.  Recent developments, including coastal acidification, eutrophication, and hypoxia 
in productive coastal regions highlight the need for understanding the chemical interactions involved. 
Currently the MSL program only offers one graduate course (MSL F626) that focuses on coastal/shelf 
processes, and it does so from a physical standpoint. Two chemistry-focused courses offered (MSL 660 and 
MSL 670) address the global ocean, touching only briefly on chemical coastal processes. The proposed 
course will provide students with a detailed study of chemical processes in the coastal ocean, adding depth 
and complementing information from the existing courses. 
  

 
APPROVALS: 

 

 Date  
Signature, Chair, Program/Department of:  
 

 Date 
Signature, Chair, College/School Curriculum Council for: 
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ATTACH COMPLETE SYLLABUS (as part of this application).   
Note: The guidelines are online: http://www.uaf.edu/uafgov/faculty/cd/syllabus.html 
The department and campus wide curriculum committees will review the syllabus to ensure that each of the items listed below 
are included. If items are missing or unclear, the proposed course change will be denied.  

 

SYLLABUS CHECKLIST FOR ALL UAF COURSES 
During the first week of class, instructors will distribute a course syllabus. Although modifications may be made 
throughout the semester, this document will contain the following information (as applicable to the discipline): 
 

1. Course information:  
�Title, � number, �credits, �prerequisites, � location, � meeting time  
(make sure that contact hours are in line with credits). 

2. Instructor (and if applicable, Teaching Assistant) information:  
 � Name, � office location, � office hours, � telephone, � email address. 

3. Course readings/materials:  
 � Course textbook title, � author, � edition/publisher.   
 � Supplementary readings (indicate whether  �


