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FRAMEWORK FOR SUCCESS IN POSTSECONDARY WRITING

e concept of “college readiness” is increasingly important in discussions about students’ prepa-
ration for postsecondary education.

is Framework describes the rhetorical and twenty- rst-century skills as well as habits of mind
and experiences that are critical for college success. Based in current research in writing and writ-
ing pedagogy, the Framework was written and reviewed by two- and four-year college and high
school writing faculty nationwide and is endorsed by the Council of Writing Program Administra-
tors, the National Council of Teachers of English, and the National Writing Project.

Habits of mind refers to ways of approaching learning that are both intellectual and practical and
that will support students’ success in a variety of elds and disciplines. e Framework identi es
eight habits of mind essential for success in college writing:

SVSIPTUZImUIFEFTISFUPILOPXINPSFIBCPVUL I FIXPSIEL

OQFOOFTTImIU IFIXJMIOHOFTTIUPIDPOTIEFSIOF XIXBZTIPE.CFIOHIBOEU 1JOLIOHLIOU IFIXPSIEL

&OHBHFNFOUIMBITFOTFPGLJOWFTUNFOUBOELIOWPIWFNFOUJONFBSOJOH!

SSFBUIWIUZImU I FIBCIINZIUPIVTFIOPWRIZBQQSPBD I FTI6PSIHFOFSBUJOHIOWFTUIHBUJOHIIBOE!

representing ideas.

r 1FSTITUFODFImU IFBCINUZIUPITVTUBJOZIOUFSFTULIOIBOEIBIFOUJPOIUPIT I PSUIIBOENIPOHIUFSNLQSPKFDUTE

r1 3FTQPOTICINUZIMU I FBCIUZUPUBLFPXOFST 1JQIPGZPOFTBDUPOT.BOEIVOEFSTUBOE U I F!
consequences of those actions for oneself and others.

r1 " IFYICIUZImIU I FBCIUZUPIBEBQUUPITIUVBUIPOTIFYQFDUBWPOTIPSIEFNBOETT

rl - FUBDPHOJUIPOIMU I FIBCIIUZUPISFEFDUIPOIPOFRTIPX O 1JOLJOHBTIXFINIBTIPO I FJOEMWIEVBIIBOE!

cultural processes used to structure knowledge.
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e Framework then explains how teachers can foster these habits of mind through writing,
reading, and critical analysis experiences.  ese experiences aim to develop students’

r1 31FUPSIDBIILOPXIFEHFmIU I F:BCIUZIUPIBOBIZ [ FIBOEIBDUPOVOEFSTUBOEJOHTIPG:BVEJFODFT
purposes, and contexts in creating and comprehending texts;

r] $SIIDBILU1JOLIOHIM™ 1 FBCIINUZUPIBOBIZ [ FIBITIUVBUPOIPSIUFYUBOEINBLFI I PVH IUGVIZEFDITIPOT.
based on that analysis, through writing, reading, and research;

r] SSIJOHIQSPDFTTFTIMIN VIWQUFTUSBUFHIFT.UPZBQQSPBD 1 IBOEIVOEFSUBLFIXSIIJOH:BOEISFTFBSD L

r1, OPXIFEHFPGIDPOWFOUIPOTIMU I FIGPSNBITBOELIOGPSNBITHVIEFIJOFTIU I BUEFEOFIX 1BUIT!
considered to be correct and appropriate, or incorrect and inappropriate, in a piece of
writing; and

r] **CINZIUPIDPNQPTFIOIN VILIQIFIFOWISPONFOUTImIGSPNUSBEJVIPOBILQFO’BOEIQBQFSUPIFIFDUSPOJD!
technologies.
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Habits of mind—uways of approaching learning that are both intellectual and practical—are
crucial for all college-level learners. Beyond knowing particular facts or completing mandatory
readings, students who develop these habits of mind approach learning from an active stance.

ese habits help students succeed in a variety of elds and disciplines. ey are cultivated both
inside and outside school. Teachers can do much to develop activities and assignments that foster
the kind of thinking that lies behind these habits and prepare students for the learning they will
experience in college and beyond.  ese habits include:

CuriositymU IFIEFTISFUPILOPXINPSFBCPVUU I FIXPSIE
Curiosity is fostered when writers are encouraged to
r1 VTFLJORVISZIBTIBIQSPDFTTUPZEFWFIPQRVFTUPOT.SFIFWBOUGPS BVU I FOUDIBVEJFODFTIXJU 1JOTB!
variety of disciplines;
r] TRFLISFIFWBOUBVU I PSIUBUWFZJOGPSNIBUPOIBOEISFDPHOJ[FU I FINIFBOJOH:BOEWBIVFIPGIU I BU
information;
r1 DPOEVDUSFTFBSD IZVTIOHINFU I PETIGPSIJOWFTUHBUJOHRVFTUPOTBQQSPQSIBUF P I F
discipline; and
r1 DPNNVOIDBUFUIFISIEOEJOHTIOZX SIIOHUPIN VILIQUFIBVEJFODFTIOTIEFBOE PVUTIEFTD I PPIL
using discipline-appropriate conventions.

Openness
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T VTFINFUIPETIV 1BUBSFZOF XIUPU I FNIUPZIOWFTUHBUFIRVFTUPOTIUPQIDTIIBOELEFBTL
r] SFQSFTFOUZX IBUV I FZI 1 BWFIFBSOFELIOIBWBSIFUZIPGIXBZTIBOE
r] FWBIVBUFIU I FIFEFDUTIPSIDPOTFRVFODFTIPG I FISIDSFBUMWFID I PIDFTE

PersistencemU I FBCIUZIUPITVTUBIOZOUFSFTUIOIBOEIBIFOUIPOUPT I PSUIZBOENPOHIUFSNIQSPKFDUTE
Persistence is fostered when writers are encouraged to
r7 DPNNJVUPIFYQIPSIOHIJOIX SIJOHIBIUPQIDIIEFBIPSIEFNBOEJOHUBTL!
r1 HSBQQIFXJU 1D I BINIFOHJOHJEFBTIUFYUTZQSPDFTTFTIPSIQSPKFDUT
r1 GPINPXIU 1 SPVH I PWFSIUIN FIUPIDPNQIFUFUBTLTZIQSPDFTTFTIPSIQSPXFDUTIBOE
r] DPOTITUFOUNZ UBLFBEWBOUBHFIPGXJOIDIBTTQFFSIBOEXNOTUSVDUPSISFTQPOTFTIIBOEIPVUIPGIDIBTTE
IXSIJOHIPSIIFBSOJOHDFOUFSITVQQPSUIIPQQPSUVOJUIFTIUPLINQSPWFBOEISFEOFU I FISIXPSLT

Responsibility m IFBCINZUPIUBLFIPXOFST 1JQIPEIPOFTIBDUPOT.BOEVOEFSTUBOEN I FIDPOTFRVFODFT!
of those actions for oneself and others.
3FTQPOTICIVZLTIGPTUFSFEIX I FOIXSIUFSTIBSFIFODPVSBHFEIUP

r7 SFDPHOJ[FIU 1 FISIPXOISPIFIIONIFBSOJOHL

r BDUIPOU I FIVOEFSTUBOEJOH!
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Particular writing, reading, and critical analysis experiences contribute to habits of mind that are
crucial to success in college.  ese experiences include the following:

Rhetorical knowledgelJTU I FIBCIUZUP'BOBIZ [ FIBOEBDUPOVOEFSTUBOEJOHTIPGIBVEJFODFTIIQVSQPTFTL
and contexts in creating and comprehending texts.

3 IFUPSIDBIILOPXNFEHFLITIV I FICBTIT.PGIHPPE X SJUJOHI#ZIEFWFIPQIOHIS I FUPSIDBILL OPXIFEHFIIXSIUFST!
can adapt to di erent purposes, audiences, and contexts. Study of and practice with basic rhetori-
cal concepts such as purpose, audience, context, and conventions are important as writers learn
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Critical thinkinglJTUIF:BCIUZUPIBOBIZ [ FBITIUVBUIPOIPSUFYVIBOEINBLFU IPVHIUGVILEFDITIPOTICBTFE!
on that analysis.
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Conventions are the formal rules and informal guidelines that de ne what is considered to be cor-
SFDUIPSTBQQSPQSIBUFIIBOEZODPSSFDUIIPSJOBQQSPQSIBUFIIOBIQIFDFIPEIX SIWOHT$POWFOUIPOT.JODIVEF:
the surface features of a text such as mechanics, spelling, and attribution of sources, as well as
NPSFHIPCBIIDPODFSOTITVD IZBT:DPOUFOUIUPOFITUZIFPSHBOJ[ BUPOIBOE FWJEFODFI$POWFOUPOTBSITF
6SPNIB HJTUPSZIPCIVTFIBOESFEFDUU I FIDPINFDUFELXITEPNIPG I FISFIFWBOUISFBEFSTIBOEIXSIUFSTIBCPVUL
the most e ective ways of communicating in that area.

Conventions facilitate reading by making material easier to comprehend and creating common
expectations between writer and reader. As multimodal texts become more prevalent, teachers
will also need to attend to the evolving conventions of these new forms, developing appropriate
conventions with new students and colleagues.

Correct use of conventions is de ned within speci ¢ contexts and genres. For example, a hovice's
grasp of a disciplinary documentation style is di erent from that of an advanced student’s, and
BIXSWFSTHSBTQIPG:DPOWFOUIPOTIIOIPOF.DPOUFYUIITVD I BTIBIIBC SFQPSUGPS BID I FNJTUSZ DIBTTIIEPFT!
OPUINFBOIBIESNIHSBTQJOBOPU IFSITITVD I1BTBO’BOBIIZUIDBIIFTTBZ 6PS B! IJTUPSZIDPVSTFD]Z_; FBCIIVZIUP
VOEFSTUBOETBOBIZ [FZBOEINBLFEFDITIPOTIBCPVUIVTIOH.DPOWFOUIPOT:BQQSPQSIBUFIGPSIU I FIQVSQPTFL
audience, and genre is important in writing.

Teachers can help writers develop knowledge of conventions by providing opportunities and guid-
ance for students to

r] XSJUFISFBETBOEIBOBIZ [ FBWBSIFUZIPGUFYUTI.SPNIWBSIPVT.EITDIQINOFTIBOELQFSTQFDUWFTLIO!
order to
r investigate the logic and implications of di erent conventions,
r] QSBDUIDFIEJEFSFOUDPOWFOUIPOTIBOEIBOBIZ [ FIFYQFDUBUIPOT GPSIBOELFEFDUTIPOIEIEFSFOU
audiences,
r practice editing and proofreading one’s own writing and explore the implications of
editing choices,
1T FYQUPSFIU I FEDPODFQUIPGIIOUFINFDUVBILQSPQFSUZIIIIFIIPXOFST LIQIPCEFBTIBTIUNTIVTFENQ!
di erent disciplines and contexts, and
r identify di erences between errors and intentional variations from expected
conventions;
I’ SFBE'BOEBOBIIZ[ FIQSJOUBOE!
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Composing in multiple environments refers to the ability to create writing using everything from
traditional pen and paper to electronic technologies.

All forms of writing involve technologies, whether pen and paper, word processor, video re-
DPSEFSIPSIXFCQBHF3FTFBSD 1ZBUWFTUTIUPIU I FIFYUFOTIWFEXSJUJOHU I BUITUVEFOUT:QSPEVDF.FIFDUSPOJDBINZ T
composing in or outside of school, students and instructors can build on these experiences. As
FIFDUSPOJDIUFD 1 OPIPHIFTIDPOUOVFIUPITQSFBEBOEIFWPIWFZX SIUFSTIBOEIUFBD I FSTOIOFFEIUPICFUIPVH I U-
ful, e ective users who are able to adapt to changing electronic environments. For example, a
writer might be asked to write a traditional essay, compose a webpage or video, and design a print
brochure all based on similar information.

While many students have opportunities to practice composing in electronic environments,
explicit and intentional instruction focusing on the use and implications of writing and reading
using electronic technologies will contribute to students’ abilities to use them e ectively.

Teachers can help writers develop as thoughtful, e ective users of electronic technologies by
providing opportunities and guidance for students to

r1 VTFBWBSIFUZIPGIFIFDUSPOIDUFD I OPIPHIFTZJOUFOUIPOBIIZZUPIDPNQPTF

r] BOBIIZ [FIQSJOUIBOEIFIFDUSPOJDIUFYUTIUPIEFUFSNIOF I PXUFD 1 OPIPHIFTIBEFDUSFBEJOHIBOE!
writing processes;

r TRIFDUZIFWBNVBUFTIBOEIVTFJOGPSNBUIPOIBOEJEFBTIGSPNIFIFDUSPOIDITPYSDFTISFTQPOTICHZ1IO!
UIFISIPXOZEPDVNFOUTICX I FU I FSICZIDIUBUIPOT I PUNOLT
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