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Executive Summary

The concept of “college readiness” is increasingly important in discussions about students’ prepa-
ration for postsecondary education. 

This Framework describes the rhetorical and twenty-first-century skills as well as habits of mind 
and experiences that are critical for college success. Based in current research in writing and writ-
ing pedagogy, the Framework was written and reviewed by two- and four-year college and high 
school writing faculty nationwide and is endorsed by the Council of Writing Program Administra-
tors, the National Council of Teachers of English, and the National Writing Project.

Habits of mind refers to ways of approaching learning that are both intellectual and practical and 
that will support students’ success in a variety of fields and disciplines. The Framework identifies 
eight habits of mind essential for success in college writing:

r� $VSJPTJUZ m UIF EFTJSF UP LOPX NPSF BCPVU UIF XPSME�
r� 0QFOOFTT m UIF XJMMJOHOFTT UP DPOTJEFS OFX XBZT PG CFJOH BOE UIJOLJOH JO UIF XPSME�
r� &OHBHFNFOU m B TFOTF PG JOWFTUNFOU BOE JOWPMWFNFOU JO MFBSOJOH�
r� $SFBUJWJUZ m UIF BCJMJUZ UP VTF OPWFM BQQSPBDIFT GPS HFOFSBUJOH
 JOWFTUJHBUJOH
 BOE 

representing ideas.
r� 1FSTJTUFODF m UIF BCJMJUZ UP TVTUBJO JOUFSFTU JO BOE BUUFOUJPO UP TIPSU� BOE MPOH�UFSN QSPKFDUT�
r� 3FTQPOTJCJMJUZ m UIF BCJMJUZ UP UBLF PXOFSTIJQ PG POF�T BDUJPOT BOE VOEFSTUBOE UIF 

consequences of those actions for oneself and others.
r� 'MFYJCJMJUZ m UIF BCJMJUZ UP BEBQU UP TJUVBUJPOT
 FYQFDUBUJPOT
 PS EFNBOET� 
r� .FUBDPHOJUJPO m UIF BCJMJUZ UP SFëFDU PO POF�T PXO UIJOLJOH BT XFMM BT PO UIF JOEJWJEVBM BOE 

cultural processes used to structure knowledge.

The Framework then explains how teachers can foster these habits of mind through writing, 
reading, and critical analysis experiences.  These experiences aim to develop students’

r� 3IFUPSJDBM LOPXMFEHF m UIF BCJMJUZ UP BOBMZ[F BOE BDU PO VOEFSTUBOEJOHT PG BVEJFODFT
 
purposes, and contexts in creating and comprehending texts;

r� $SJUJDBM UIJOLJOH m UIF BCJMJUZ UP BOBMZ[F B TJUVBUJPO PS UFYU BOE NBLF UIPVHIUGVM EFDJTJPOT 
based on that analysis, through writing, reading, and research;

r� 8SJUJOH QSPDFTTFT m NVMUJQMF TUSBUFHJFT UP BQQSPBDI BOE VOEFSUBLF XSJUJOH BOE SFTFBSDI�
r� ,OPXMFEHF PG DPOWFOUJPOT m UIF GPSNBM BOE JOGPSNBM HVJEFMJOFT UIBU EFêOF XIBU JT 

considered to be correct and appropriate, or incorrect and inappropriate, in a piece of 
writing; and

r� "CJMJUZ UP DPNQPTF JO NVMUJQMF FOWJSPONFOUT m GSPN USBEJUJPOBM QFO BOE QBQFS UP FMFDUSPOJD 
technologies.
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$PNQPTJUJPO� "EPQUFE 	PS BEBQUFE
 CZ IVOESFET PG UXP� BOE GPVS�ZFBS JOTUJUVUJPOT OBUJPOXJEF
 
UIF $81" 0VUDPNFT 4UBUFNFOU XBT EFWFMPQFE CZ QPTUTFDPOEBSZ XSJUJOH JOTUSVDUPST BOE TDIPM-
BST� 	.PSF JOGPSNBUJPO BCPVU UIF $81" 0VUDPNFT 4UBUFNFOU DBO CF GPVOE BU http://wpacouncil.
org/positions/outcomes.html�UIF 

http://wpacouncil.org/positions/outcomes.html
http://wpacouncil.org/positions/outcomes.html
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Habits of Mind
Habits of mind—ways of approaching learning that are both intellectual and practical—are 
crucial for all college-level learners. Beyond knowing particular facts or completing mandatory 
readings, students who develop these habits of mind approach learning from an active stance. 
These habits help students succeed in a variety of fields and disciplines. They are cultivated both 
inside and outside school. Teachers can do much to develop activities and assignments that foster 
the kind of thinking that lies behind these habits and prepare students for the learning they will 
experience in college and beyond. These habits include:

Curiosity m UIF EFTJSF UP LOPX NPSF BCPVU UIF XPSME�
Curiosity is fostered when writers are encouraged to

r� VTF JORVJSZ BT B QSPDFTT UP EFWFMPQ RVFTUJPOT SFMFWBOU GPS BVUIFOUJD BVEJFODFT XJUIJO B 
variety of disciplines;

r� TFFL SFMFWBOU BVUIPSJUBUJWF JOGPSNBUJPO BOE SFDPHOJ[F UIF NFBOJOH BOE WBMVF PG UIBU 
information;

r� DPOEVDU SFTFBSDI VTJOH NFUIPET GPS JOWFTUJHBUJOH RVFTUJPOT BQQSPQSJBUF UP UIF  
discipline; and 

r� DPNNVOJDBUF UIFJS êOEJOHT JO XSJUJOH UP NVMUJQMF BVEJFODFT JOTJEF BOE PVUTJEF TDIPPM 
using discipline-appropriate conventions.

Openness
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r� VTF NFUIPET UIBU BSF OFX UP UIFN UP JOWFTUJHBUF RVFTUJPOT
 UPQJDT
 BOE JEFBT� 
r� SFQSFTFOU XIBU UIFZ IBWF MFBSOFE JO B WBSJFUZ PG XBZT� BOE
r� FWBMVBUF UIF FĒFDUT PS DPOTFRVFODFT PG UIFJS DSFBUJWF DIPJDFT�

Persistence m UIF BCJMJUZ UP TVTUBJO JOUFSFTU JO BOE BUUFOUJPO UP TIPSU� BOE MPOH�UFSN QSPKFDUT�
Persistence is fostered when writers are encouraged to

r� DPNNJU UP FYQMPSJOH
 JO XSJUJOH
 B UPQJD
 JEFB
 PS EFNBOEJOH UBTL�
r� HSBQQMF XJUI DIBMMFOHJOH JEFBT
 UFYUT
 QSPDFTTFT
 PS QSPKFDUT� 
r� GPMMPX UISPVHI
 PWFS UJNF
 UP DPNQMFUF UBTLT
 QSPDFTTFT
 PS QSPKFDUT� BOE
r� DPOTJTUFOUMZ UBLF BEWBOUBHF PG JO�DMBTT 	QFFS BOE JOTUSVDUPS SFTQPOTFT
 BOE PVU�PG�DMBTT 

	XSJUJOH PS MFBSOJOH DFOUFS TVQQPSU
 PQQPSUVOJUJFT UP JNQSPWF BOE SFêOF UIFJS XPSL�

Responsibility m UIF BCJMJUZ UP UBLF PXOFSTIJQ PG POF�T BDUJPOT BOE VOEFSTUBOE UIF DPOTFRVFODFT 
of those actions for oneself and others. 
3FTQPOTJCJMJUZ JT GPTUFSFE XIFO XSJUFST BSF FODPVSBHFE UP

r� SFDPHOJ[F UIFJS PXO SPMF JO MFBSOJOH� 
r� BDU PO UIF VOEFSTUBOEJOH 
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Particular writing, reading, and critical analysis experiences contribute to habits of mind that are 
crucial to success in college. These experiences include the following: 

Developing Rhetorical Knowledge 
Rhetorical knowledge JT UIF BCJMJUZ UP BOBMZ[F BOE BDU PO VOEFSTUBOEJOHT PG BVEJFODFT
 QVSQPTFT
 
and contexts in creating and comprehending texts.

3IFUPSJDBM LOPXMFEHF JT UIF CBTJT PG HPPE XSJUJOH� #Z EFWFMPQJOH SIFUPSJDBM LOPXMFEHF
 XSJUFST 
can adapt to different purposes, audiences, and contexts. Study of and practice with basic rhetori-
cal concepts such as purpose, audience, context, and conventions are important as writers learn 
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Developing Critical Thinking Through Writing, Reading, and Research
Critical thinking JT UIF BCJMJUZ UP BOBMZ[F B TJUVBUJPO PS UFYU BOE NBLF UIPVHIUGVM EFDJTJPOT CBTFE 
on that analysis. 
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Developing Knowledge of Conventions
Conventions are the formal rules and informal guidelines that define what is considered to be cor-
SFDU 	PS BQQSPQSJBUF
 BOE JODPSSFDU 	PS JOBQQSPQSJBUF
 JO B QJFDF PG XSJUJOH� $POWFOUJPOT JODMVEF 
the surface features of a text such as mechanics, spelling, and attribution of sources, as well as 
NPSF HMPCBM DPODFSOT TVDI BT DPOUFOU
 UPOF
 TUZMF
 PSHBOJ[BUJPO
 BOE FWJEFODF� $POWFOUJPOT BSJTF 
GSPN B IJTUPSZ PG VTF BOE SFëFDU UIF DPMMFDUFE XJTEPN PG UIF SFMFWBOU SFBEFST BOE XSJUFST BCPVU 
the most effective ways of communicating in that area. 

Conventions facilitate reading by making material easier to comprehend and creating common 
expectations between writer and reader. As multimodal texts become more prevalent, teachers 
will also need to attend to the evolving conventions of these new forms, developing appropriate 
conventions with new students and colleagues. 

Correct use of conventions is defined within specific contexts and genres. For example, a novice’s 
grasp of a disciplinary documentation style is different from that of an advanced student’s, and 
B XSJUFS�T HSBTQ PG DPOWFOUJPOT JO POF DPOUFYU 	TVDI BT B MBC SFQPSU GPS B DIFNJTUSZ DMBTT
 EPFT 
OPU NFBO B êSN HSBTQ JO BOPUIFS 	TVDI BT BO BOBMZUJDBM FTTBZ GPS B IJTUPSZ DPVSTF
� ѮF BCJMJUZ UP 
VOEFSTUBOE
 BOBMZ[F
 BOE NBLF EFDJTJPOT BCPVU VTJOH DPOWFOUJPOT BQQSPQSJBUF GPS UIF QVSQPTF
 
audience, and genre is important in writing.

Teachers can help writers develop knowledge of conventions by providing opportunities and guid-
ance for students to

r� XSJUF
 SFBE
 BOE BOBMZ[F B WBSJFUZ PG UFYUT GSPN WBSJPVT EJTDJQMJOFT BOE QFSTQFDUJWFT JO  
order to

r	 investigate the logic and implications of different conventions,
r� QSBDUJDF EJĒFSFOU DPOWFOUJPOT BOE BOBMZ[F FYQFDUBUJPOT GPS BOE FĒFDUT PO EJĒFSFOU 

audiences,
r	 practice editing and proofreading one’s own writing and explore the implications of 

editing choices,
r� FYQMPSF UIF DPODFQU PG JOUFMMFDUVBM QSPQFSUZ 	J�F�
 PXOFSTIJQ PG JEFBT
 BT JU JT VTFE JO 

different disciplines and contexts, and
r	 identify differences between errors and intentional variations from expected 

conventions;
r� SFBE BOE BOBMZ[F QSJOU BOE 
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Composing in Multiple Environments
Composing in multiple environments refers to the ability to create writing using everything from 
traditional pen and paper to electronic technologies. 

All forms of writing involve technologies, whether pen and paper, word processor, video re-
DPSEFS
 PS XFCQBHF� 3FTFBSDI BUUFTUT UP UIF FYUFOTJWF XSJUJOH UIBU TUVEFOUT QSPEVDF FMFDUSPOJDBMMZ� 
composing in or outside of school, students and instructors can build on these experiences. As 
FMFDUSPOJD UFDIOPMPHJFT DPOUJOVF UP TQSFBE BOE FWPMWF
 XSJUFST 	BOE UFBDIFST
 OFFE UP CF UIPVHIU-
ful, effective users who are able to adapt to changing electronic environments. For example, a 
writer might be asked to write a traditional essay, compose a webpage or video, and design a print 
brochure all based on similar information. 

While many students have opportunities to practice composing in electronic environments, 
explicit and intentional instruction focusing on the use and implications of writing and reading 
using electronic technologies will contribute to students’ abilities to use them effectively.  

Teachers can help writers develop as thoughtful, effective users of electronic technologies by  
providing opportunities and guidance for students to

r� VTF B WBSJFUZ PG FMFDUSPOJD UFDIOPMPHJFT JOUFOUJPOBMMZ UP DPNQPTF� 
r� BOBMZ[F QSJOU BOE FMFDUSPOJD UFYUT UP EFUFSNJOF IPX UFDIOPMPHJFT BĒFDU SFBEJOH BOE  

writing processes; 
r� TFMFDU
 FWBMVBUF
 BOE VTF JOGPSNBUJPO BOE JEFBT GSPN FMFDUSPOJD TPVSDFT SFTQPOTJCMZ JO  

UIFJS PXO EPDVNFOUT 	XIFUIFS CZ DJUBUJPO
 IPUMJOL
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